
Dr. Richard Holmes – John Barnes Brunch 
Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale

Dr. Richard Holmes – John Barnes Brunch* 
presents

Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale
History of Black Students at Mississippi State University

1965-1975 (MSU’s Black Pioneers)

Featuring
MSU’s Black Pioneers, Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale Documentary 
Trailer  Screening, Director of African American Studies, University 

Archivist, and MSU’s Administrators
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2024

10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

* Sponsor: The Society of African American Studies



Dr. Richard Holmes – John Barnes Brunch 
Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale

2

WELCOME
Ring Your Bel l  and Tel l  Your Tale

H i s to r y  o f  B l a c k  S t u d e n t s  
a t  

M i s s i s s i p p i  S t a te  U n ive r s i t y

1 9 6 5 - 1 9 7 5  ( M S U ’ s  B l a c k  P i o n e e r s )
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Dr. Richard E. Holmes, 1st African American 
student to enroll at MSU. July 19, 1965.

John(ny) Barnes, 1st African American 
graduate of MSU. June 19, 1968.

Honoring MSU’s 1st African Americans Students
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Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale

History

November 10, 2021

June 10, 2019
Outcomes

Scholarly Book
Documentary

Website
Soundtrack

COL Barnes, 
you all have a 
book in you. 

Your and your 
peer’s stories 
must be told!
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Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale
Aim to:
- research the history of MSU Black students (Pioneers) from 1965-1975
- share their history with the MSU community
- develop methods/strategies to take these stories and use them as tools to increase Black student success 
(increase recruitment, improve retention rates, and increase graduation rates) 

Why must we undertake this project?
- it is our history
- accurately record our history 
- welfare of our community
- MSU shows commitment to its core values

Target audience:
- alumni
- administrators
- faculty
- staff
- current students
- future students

MSU partners
- Mississippi State University Libraries
- Archives and Special Collections
- Alumni Affairs
- Director of African American Studies
- Access, Opportunity, and Success
- University Television Center
- Office of Public Affairs
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Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale
By the numbers…

 30 Interviews
 25 on campus
 5 Jackson MS
 one interview in Wedowee, AL – Dr. Wallace 

Murphree – 1st AA+ advisor
 Driven over 3,000 miles to tell their stories 
 1,500 Years of Professional Experience by the 

Pioneers.
 300+ pages of dialogue 
 600+ scanned Reflector’s documents 
 100 scanned Reveille pictures
 7 MSU departments involved
 Pioneers travel from 5 states, from Maine to 

Florida
 30+ hours of interviews
  eight executive communication meetings
 35+ weekly meetings
 17 Pioneer profiles so far
  one overall story – OUR STORY, OUR HISTORY 

March 30, 2018
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Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale
Moderator

Ms. Bria Young
Ph.D. Candidate C/o 25

Hometown: Saratoga Springs, NY

Education:
BA in Dramatic Writing from Purchase College in New York

Masters of Africana studies from the University at Albany in New York

Dissertation title:
Apprehending a Utopian Method in the Formation of Pro-Black 

Intentional communities: How Radical Social Hope (Re)imagines 
Futures 
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Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale

Outline

• Ring Your Bell and Tell Your Tale documentary trailer

• Ring Your Bell Pioneers’ Roundtable

• MSU’s Archivist, Ms. Jessica Perkins Smith 

• Director of African American Studies, Dr. Don Shaffer 

• Call to Action, Dr. Don Shaffer

• Question and answer session
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Associate Professor and University Archivist

Mississippi State University Libraries
Archives and Special Collections 12
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Reflector Digital Collection, 
1965-1975

February 17, 2024
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Reflector Collection, 1965-1975
• This collection includes articles 

and images from the Reflector, 
Mississippi State University’s 
student newspaper. The collection 
ranges from 1965-1975 and 
represents the first ten years after 
integration at MSU. The collection 
includes articles highlighting MSU 
Black student organizations, 
efforts to recruit students and 
faculty of color, MSU’s first Black 
student athletes, and notable 
speakers on campus.
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Dr. King’s Death Vigil, April 9, 1968



MSU Libraries

Dr. Richard Holmes – John Barnes Brunch 

Recruitment of Black Professors, 
January 26, 1972
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Special Student Services Program, 
September 1, 1972
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Athletics
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Black Voices, 1971 and 1972
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Reflector Collection, 1965-1975 | 
University Archives | Mississippi 

State University (msstate.edu)

https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ua-reflectors-1965-1975/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ua-reflectors-1965-1975/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ua-reflectors-1965-1975/
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Questions?

Jessica Perkins Smith

University Archivist and 
Associate Professor

jsmith@library.msstate.edu

662-325-3935

mailto:jsmith@library.msstate.edu


MSU Libraries
23
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Dr. Don Shaffer

Professor of English and African American Studies

Director of African American Studies

Mentor Presidential Scholars 24



MSU Libraries

THANKYOU
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